
Virtual History & Science Tour

Grades: K-8, 150 students
Subject: History & Science

Time Required: One class period
Author: Art & History Museums-Maitland

$125 per class

The Art & History Museums - Maitland is unique, in that it is a conglomerate of 4
different places and spaces connected by our common location.

Each year the Historical Museum will feature new exhibits focusing on Maitland,
Central Florida and beyond. We offer tours based on the needs of each individual

group according to what you would like to experience and the ages of your students.

Please contact our Education office at 407-539-2181 x266 or
education@artandhistory.org after your booking to select your tours and programs.

mailto:education@artandhistory.org


TOURS & PROGRAMS

Virtual History & Science Tour: 30-45
minutes
The Telephone Museum

Our renovated Telephone Museum is an
interactive and exciting place for students to
learn all about the history of telecommunication
and how it connects to our region. They will
experience telephone technology from
switchboards to telephone booths, to rotary
phones.

Program

The history of communication and the science of sound will be taught through a tour of
the Telephone Museum.

The Maitland History Museum

Our history museum has rotating exhibitions that focus on Maitland and the individuals
who have influenced our community when Maitland was founded and those who
continue to do so now.

Program

Walk with us virtually through the Maitland Historical Museum seeing archival
photographs, artifacts and documents exhibit stories of Maitland and it’s residents as
they relate to the economic, technological and social aspects of the American
experience.



Ideas and inspiration for this lesson from www.thesmartteacher.com

History & Science Tour

The Telephone Museum

A (Very) Brief History of the Telephone

Objectives:  Students will be able to name who invented the telephone and say why
that invention is important. They will also be able to explain how phones have changed
over time.

Vocabulary:

Communicate, Invention, Landline, Patent

Lesson:

The telephone is one of the most important inventions. It allows people to talk to each
other at the same time across long distances, changing the way we communicate
today.

Like many inventions, the telephone was likely thought of many years before it was
invented, and by many people. But it wasn’t until 1876 when a man named

Alexander Graham Bell, patented the telephone

and was allowed to start selling it.

The picture from over 100 years ago, shows
Alexander Graham Bell using one of his first
telephones to make a call from New York to
Chicago.

Discussion Questions:
1. What does “patented” mean?

2. Why do you think it was important that
someone in New York could use the
telephone to talk to someone in Chicago?

Alexander Graham Bell making a telephone call from New York to Chicago in 1892
www.americaslibrary.gov/jb/recon/jb_recon_telephone_1_e.html



Today, millions of people make phone calls each day, and many people have a
cellphone. But long ago, when the telephone was first introduced to the American
public, few people had a phone in their house!

One of the first types of telephones to become popular in
the 1890s looked like the one in the picture. There were
two main pieces: the speaker, which you would hold up to
your ear to hear, and the mouthpiece, which you would
hold up to your mouth to talk into. People would move the
little wheel at the bottom to dial a phone number. This
type of phone is called a Candlestick Phone.

Eventually telephones with buttons were invented. This
allowed people to dial a number on the phone more
quickly than with the wheel design used on older
phones. As phones changed through the years, they

became less expensive to make and buy and they let more and more people talk to

each other in easier ways.

After the cordless phone came the cellphone, which lets people make phone calls
from many places around the world. Cell phones used to be larger and look more
similar to cordless phones, but they eventually got smaller and changed in design.
Alexander Graham Bell’s invention changed the world. If it weren’t for the telephone,
the world would be a much different place.

Discussion Questions:

1. What are some good things about having a cellphone?

2. What are some bad things?

3. What would you change about cell phones to improve them?

Join us for our virtual tour of the Maitland Telephone Museum to see and experience

all kinds of phones through history!
Popular phone in the 1890s
www.loc.gov/pictures/item/oh0106.photos.128795p

Ideas and inspiration for this lesson from
https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/activities/history/eh-3_teacher.pdf

https://www2.census.gov/programs-surveys/sis/activities/history/eh-3_teacher.pdf

