
Virtual History & Art Tours Programs

Grades: K-8, 150 students
Subject: Visual Art & History

Time Required: One class period
Author: Art & History Museums-Maitland

The Art & History Museums - Maitland is unique, in that it is a conglomerate of 4
different places and spaces connected by our common location.

Each year the Research Studio Art Gallery and Historical Museum will feature
connected exhibits featuring J. Andre’ Smith’s art along with curated artworks from

Florida and beyond. We offer tours based on the needs of each individual group
according to what you would like to experience and the ages of your students.

Please contact our Education office at 407-539-2181 x266 or
education@artandhistory.org after your booking to select your tours and programs.

mailto:education@artandhistory.org


TOURS & PROGRAMS

History & Art Tour: 30 minutes

The Research Studio, including the Gallery and Grounds & The Maitland Historical
Museum

This virtual guided tour is art and local history based. Students will be led through
our main campus while learning about founder J. Andre Smith and his vision for
creating a space for artists to live and work. During the school year our gallery
features exhibitions about past and current Artist-in-Actions and a Winter exhibit on
Mother and Child that both have local and regional connections. The grounds

of the Research Studio are full of places to
explore and discuss art and architecture.
There are so many stories to tell and hidden
visual treasures to find. Additionally, The
Maitland Historical Museum is a connected
space that delves deeper into Smith’s
connection to Maitland and surrounding areas.

Program

While going through the galleries and
grounds students will learn history and be
shown how to find symbols in art making it
universal as well as interpreting artworks
based on their own experiences.
After the program students will select from a
few works of J. Andre Smith not on display
and interpret it, see if there are symbols and
consider if they enjoy the work themselves.
There is a mask outline students can
decorate and color, all inspired by reliefs on
the Art Center campus.



Pre-Visit Discussion & Lesson Ideas

History & Art Tour
T he Research Studio, including the Gallery and Grounds

Introduction to Research Studio

Objectives: Students will be able to define an Artist Colony, understand arts
importance to their community and culture. As well as to better understand and
interpret works of art.

Vocabulary:

Artist colony, Artist-in-Residence, Printmaking, Relief, Value, Composition

Lesson:

An Artist Colony is a mission driven community where artists are supported with lodging in

order for them to focus on their artwork without the distraction of their everyday life. Those

artists are called artist-in-residence. At the Art Center these artists were encouraged to push

the boundaries of art and work outside of their regular work. Artists pushed themselves to be

able to communicate visually and not just with their words. Local artists who use our studio

spaces are called Artists-in-Action and our Fall exhibitions focus on their works.

Discussion Questions:

1. Does an artist colony have any similarities to a summer camp?

2. Who are some artists who can communicate with their art?

3. Think about the drawings or paintings you make, how would you push the
boundaries and change your art style?

Independently or in groups students will begin to discuss some of the elements of
artwork; what is required for it to be art, and talk about some works that they enjoy.
Discussion Questions:

1. Does all artwork need a subject?

2. Do you need to understand a work of art to appreciate it?

3. What kind of art do you like? Is it pretty? Does it have a purpose? Can you
recreate it?

Resources:
1.  https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_colony
2.  https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-talk-kids-art

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Art_colony
https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-talk-kids-art

