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ART DETECTIVES: DISCOVERING AMERICAN ART 
Thank you for enrolling your students in the Orlando Museum of Art’s Art Detectives.  Students will use 
critical thinking skills to identify, interpret, and assess works of American art from the museum. 
In addition to your virtual presentation led by a museum educator, the Canvas course Art Detectives: 
Discovering American Art includes interdisciplinary activities designed to introduce students to visual art 
evaluation techniques.  These activities are organized into two modules: the Pre-Visit module is intended to be 
completed before your presentation and the Post-Visit module is intended to be completed after the 
presentation.  Also included in the Canvas course is a copy of the slides used during the live presentation.      
This teacher guide includes an overview of the Canvas course with associated standards.  With questions 
regarding these materials or the Canvas course, please email education@omart.org. 
 

Program Standards 

National Core Arts Standards for Visual Arts (VA)  
VA: Cn11.1 Connecting: Enduring Understanding: People develop ideas and understandings of 
society, culture, and history through their interactions with and analysis of art. 
VA: Pr6.1 Connecting: Enduring Understanding: Objects, artifacts, and artworks collected, 
preserved, and presented either by artists, museums, or other venues communicate meaning and a 
record of social, cultural, and political experiences resulting in the cultivating of appreciation and 
understanding. 
VA: Re7.1 Responding: Enduring Understanding: Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness 
developed through engagement with art can lead to understanding and appreciation of self, others, 
the natural world, and constructed environments. 
VA: Re7.2 Responding: Enduring Understanding: Visual imagery influences understanding of and 
responses to the world. 
VA: Re8.1 Responding: Enduring Understanding: People gain insights into meanings of artworks by 
engaging in the process of art criticism. 
VA: Re9.1 Responding: Enduring Understanding: People evaluate art based on various criteria. 
 

Florida State Standards: VA.3.C.1.2, VA.3.C.2.2, VA.3.C.3.1, VA.3.C.3.2, VA.3.F.1.2, VA.3.H.1.1, 
VA.3.H.1.2, VA.3.H.1.3, VA.3.H.2.1, VA.3.H.2.2, VA.3.S.1.4, VA.4.C.1.2, VA.4.C.3.1, VA.4.C.3.2, 
VA.4.F.2.1, VA.4.H.1.1, VA.4.H.1.2, VA.4.H.1.3, VA.4.H.1.4, VA.4.H.2.1, VA.4.H.2.2, VA.4.H.2.3, 
VA.4.H.3.1, VA.4.VA.4.O.1.1, VA.4.O.1.2, VA.4.S.1.4, VA.5.C.1.1, VA.5.C.1.2, VA.5.C.1.3, 
VA.5.C.2.4, VA.5.C.3.1, VA.4.C.3.2, VA.5.C.3.3, VA.5.F.2.3, VA.5.H.1.1, VA.5.H.1.2, VA.5.H.1.3, 
VA.5.H.1.4, VA.5.H.2.1, VA.5.H.2.2, VA.5.H.2.3, VA.5.H.3.1, VA.5.O.1.3, VA.5.O.2.1, VA.5.S.1.4, 
VA.68.C.1.2, VA.68.C.1.3, VA.68.C.2.3, VA.68.C.2.4, VA.68.C.3.1, VA.68.C.3.2, VA.68.C.3.3, 
VA.68.C.3.4, VA.68.H.1.1, VA.68.H.1.2, VA.68.H.1.3, VA.68.H.2.1, VA.68.H.2.2, VA.68.S.1.4, 
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VA.912.C.1.3, VA.912.C.1.4, VA.912.C.1.5, VA.912.C.2.2, VA.912.C.2.3, VA.912.C.2.4, 
VA.912.C.2.8, VA.912.C.3.1, VA.912.C.3.3, VA.912.C.3.6, VA.912.H.1.1, VA.912.H.1.2, 
VA.912.H.1.3, VA.912.H.1.4, VA.912.H.1.8, VA.912.H.1.9, VA.912.H.1.10, VA.912.H.2.2, 
VA.912.H.2.3, VA.912.H.2.5, VA.912.S.1.2, VA.912.S.1.3, VA.912.S.1.6, LAFS.3.SL.1.1, 
LAFS.4.SL.1.1, LAFS.5.SL.1.1, LAFS.6.SL.1.1, LAFS.7.SL.1.1, LAFS.8.SL.1.1, LAFS.910.SL.1.1, 
LAFS.1112.SL.1.1, VA.K.S.3.1, VA.K.O.1.1, VA.K.H.1.1, VA.K.H.1.2, VA.K.H.1.3, VA.K.H.2.1, 
VA.K.F.1.2, VA.1.C.1.2, VA.1.C.2.1, VA.1.C.3.1, VA.1.S.1.4, VA.1.S.3.4, VA.1.O.1.1, VA.1.H.1.1, 
VA.1.H.1.2, VA.1.H.2.3, VA.2.C.1.2, VA.2.C.3.1, VA.2.S.1.3, VA.2.S.1.4, VA.2.S.3.1, VA.2.O.1.1, 
VA.2.H.1.1, VA.2.H.1.2, VA.2.H.2.1, VA.2.F.2.1, LAFS.K.SL.1.1, LAFS.K.SL.1.3, LAFS.1.SL.1.1, 
LAFS.2.SL.1.1 
 

Copying the Canvas Modules 
Upon receipt of these materials, a separate invitation to join the OMA – Art Detectives Canvas course was 
sent to your OCPS email address.  The contents of this course may be copied to your respective Canvas 
courses and assigned to your students enrolled in that course or section.  To do this, navigate to the Modules 
tab of OMA – Art Detectives.  There are three course modules.  Select the vertical ellipsis next to each 
module’s title.  Select from the dropdown menu the option Copy To… From the sidebar menu that appears, 
select which of your courses you would like to copy the module contents to.  Repeat this step for the 
remaining two modules. 
 

Pre-Visit: Complete Before the Presentation 
This module introduces students to museum manners, the people they will commonly meet at a museum, 
American art history, and key vocabulary.  Though this is a virtual program, it is important that students still 
learn proper etiquette within museums.  Museum manners are included in the Pre-Visit: Introduction and 
assessed in the Museum Manners Quiz.  A list of Vocabulary Words is also introduced.  A printable copy of 
this list is also included in this packet.  These are terms that will be referenced during the presentation and will 
be assessed in the Post-Visit module Vocabulary Quiz.   
The Discussion Post: Timeline of American Art & History asks students to identify an artwork from an 
interactive timeline that connects works from the museum to historic events.   
Standards addressed by Discussion Post: Timeline of American Art & History include: 

FSS: LAFS.K12.SL.1.1, LAFS.K12.SL.1.2, VA.3.C.1.2, VA.3.C.3.1, VA.3.C.3.3, VA.3.H.2.1, 
VA.3.O.2.1, VA.3.S.1.4, VA.4.C.1.2, VA.4.C.3.1, VA.4.C.3.3, VA.4.H.2.1, VA.4.O.2.1, VA.4.S.1.4, 
VA.5.C.1.2, VA.5.C.3.1, VA.5.C.3.3, VA.5.H.2.1, VA.5.O.2.1, VA.5.S.1.4, VA.68.C.1.2, 
VA.68.C.3.1, VA.68.C.3.3, VA.68.H.2.1, VA.68.O.1.2, VA.68.C.3.3, VA.5.S.1.4, VA.912.C.1.2, 
VA.912.C.3.1, VA.912.C.3.3, VA.912.C.3.3, VA.K.C.2.1, VA.KI.H.1.1, VA.KI.F.1.2, VA.1.C.1.2, 
VA.1.C.3.1, VA.1.H.1.1, VA.2.C.1.2, VA.2.C.3.1, VA.2.H.1.1, VA.2.H.2.1, VA.2.F.2.1, LAFS.K.SL.1.1, 
LAFS.1.SL.1.1, LAFS.2.SL.1.1; Remember, Understand, Apply, Analyze, Evaluate 
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Post-Visit: Complete After the Presentation  
This module reviews the Feldman Method of art criticism introduced in the Pre-Visit modules and modelled 
throughout the presentation with a museum educator.  The Vocabulary Quiz will assess students’ 
understanding of the terminology introduced in the Pre-Visit module and utilized during the presentation. 
The final activity, Discussion Post: What Happens Next?, will be introduced at the conclusion of the 
presentation.  Students will analyze Gregory Crewdson’s Untitled (House in the Road) and use context clues 
from the photograph to write a short story about what happens to these characters next.  A printable copy of 
this activity is also included in this packet for your convenience.     
Standards addressed by the Discussion Post: What Happens Next include: 

FSS: LAFS.3.SL.2.4, LAFS.4.SL.2.4, LAFS.5.SL.2.4, LAFS.K12.W.2.4, VA.5.C.1.2, VA.5.C.3.3, 
VA.5.H.2.1, VA.68.C.1.2, VA.68.C.3.3, VA.912.C.1.2, VA.912.C.3.3; Remember, Understand, Apply, 
Evaluate, Create   
 

Additional Virtual Resources 
§ OMA Education YouTube, includes videos about works from the Museum: 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCArXWSTzQBJPxT0AdxPzKxA?  
§ OMA Museum From Home Toolkit, includes additional resources and virtual tours from 

other museums: http://omart.me/museumfromhome  
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To prepare for your visit and to continue your museum experience after the visit, 
here are some vocabulary terms and suggested pre- and post- visit activities. 
 

VOCABULARY TERMS 
 

Here are some terms to help prepare your students for their visit! 
 

Attribute (noun) an inherent characteristic, such as an object that is included in a 
portrait 

 

Contemporary  refers to materials, objects, and works of art created recently 
 

Critique a critical assessment 
 

Elements of art basic visual “tools” that artists use to create works of art; these include line, 
shape, color and texture 

 

Eye organ of sight; vision; judgment 
 

Inquiring questioning; investigating 
 

Landscape a work of art that shows the features found in a natural environment (trees, 
mountains, lakes, etc.) 

 

Line (1-2 grade word) a long, narrow mark or band. 
 

Medium a material used by an artist, such as oil paint or wood, to create a work of art 
(plural is media) 

 

Painting a two-dimensional work of art that is created using a painted medium 
 

Portrait a work of art that shows a person  
 

Principles of design  basic guidelines that artists use to plan works of art; these include balance, 
emphasis, pattern and rhythm 

 

Scrutinize to examine closely and carefully 
 

Sculpture  a three-dimensional work of art 
 

Season (1-2 grade word) a time of year based on the weather (winter, spring, 
summer, fall) 

 

Shape   (1-2 grade word) the form of an object  
 

Texture  (1-2 grade word) the feel or appearance of an object  
 

Traditional an established way of doing things at a particular time  
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WHAT HAPPENS NEXT? 
 

 
Gregory Crewdson, “Untitled (house in the road),” 2002, digital c-print, 53 1/2 x 65 1/2 in. Purchased with funds provided by the Charles E. Meiner 
Acquisition Trust Endowment Fund.  © Gregory Crewdson, Courtesy of Natalia Mager. Image courtesy of the Orlando Museum of Art. 
 

Perform a close reading of Untitled (House in the Road) by Gregory Crewdson and 
imagine what might happen next.  In your written response you should consider: 
 

§ Who are the main characters?  How can you tell? 
§ What is the setting?  How does the setting establish a mood or tone? 
§ What are the key details that make this a compelling story? 

 
Write a 150-300 word short story that expands upon your answers.  Then, create a 
drawn story board that illustrates your written response.  Post your reply to this 
discussion and attach an image of your storyboard.   
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