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Organization name Orlando Shakespeare Theater 
Lesson title On Stage with A Midsummer Night’s Dream 
Length of lesson 30 minutes 
Grade levels 6-12 
Lesson type (pre/during/post) Pre 

 
Objectives (Use verbs from Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy. “Students will be able to…”) 
 
The student will: 
 

● Identify the primary characters in the play 
● Articulate the effects of design elements on the audience 
● Critique in written form reactions to a work of theatre 

 
 

 
Florida Standards www.floridastandards.org – # & description. 
LAFS.910.SL.1: Comprehension and Collaboration 
LAFS.910.SL.1.1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-
led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
LAFS.910.SL.1.2: Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, 
orally) evaluating the credibility and accuracy of each source. 
 
TH.68.O.1: Understanding the organizational structure of an art form provides a foundation for 
appreciation of artistic works and respect for the creative process. 
TH.68.O.1.1: Compare different processes an actor uses to prepare for a performance. 
TH.68.O.1.2: Discuss how color, line, shape, and texture are used to show emotion in technical theatre elements. 
TH.68.O.1.3: Explain the impact of choices made by directors, designers, and actors on audience understanding. 
TH.68.O.1.4: Discuss how the whole of a theatre performance is greater than the sum of its parts. 
 
TH.68.C.3: The processes of critiquing works of art lead to development of critical-thinking skills 
transferable to other contexts. 
TH.68.C.3.1: Discuss how visual and aural design elements communicate environment, mood, and theme in a theatrical 
presentation. 

 
 

Key vocabulary and definitions 
● Plot – n. the main actions and events that occur in the play 
● Proscenium arch – n. an arch framing the opening between the stage and the auditorium in some 

theaters 
● Thrust stage – n. a stage that extends into the auditorium so that the audience is seated around three 

sides  
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● Trapdoor – n. a hinged or removable panel in a floor, ceiling, or roof  
● Actor/Audience Relationship – n. the emotional interaction between audience and actor in live 

theatre 
 

 
Materials needed  
None 

 
School must provide (equipment/materials; be sure to ask for this in advance) 
 

 
Background information for teachers (suggested max ½ page) 
 
Class should read the selected play to establish familiarity with characters and plot line. 
 

 
Lesson process (suggested max 1 page. Must actively engage students) 
Orlando Shakespeare Theater Actor/Educators will: 
 
1. Assemble student group in the theater 30 minutes prior to the performance to give a brief  
overview of Shakespeare’s work, times and language. 
 
2. Narrate students watching pre-show activities. 
 
3. Walk students through plot of show. 

 
21st Century Skills to Increase Rigor (see handout – which skills will be addressed?) 
1. Problem solving and critical thinking. 
2. Accessing and analyzing information. 
3. Curiosity and Imagination. 
 

 
Assessment (How will students demonstrate the objectives? May be a performance, task or product; 
may include teacher observation, self- or peer- or group- assessment.) 
The student will successfully: 

● Identify the primary characters in the play 
● Articulate the effects of design elements on the audience 
● Critique in written form reactions to a work of theatre 

 
 

Reflection/follow-up activities (writing a review, journaling, key discussion questions, etc.) 
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1. Write a review of the production you just saw 
 

Additional resources (online, print, etc.) 
Reviewing the plot summary of the play being studied will give students some point of reference 
for the lesson. www.folger.edu 
 
Refer to Orlando Shakespeare Theater’s website for Study Guides for this and other plays.  
www.orlandoshakes.org 
 

 
Cross-curricular connections  
Shakespeare’s text readily relate to studies of history, sciences and social studies. 
 

 
 


