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Creative Writing 

Theme: Ekphrastic Writing SPRING 

60 Minute Virtual Lesson 

Created By: Brian E. Capley, Adapted By: Kaileigh Anne Tayek 

 

Title of Lesson:  

Ekphrastic Writing Spring 

Theme: Spring 

Materials:  

 

Facilitator: 

● PowerPoint with Visual Aids 

● Google Hangout Link 

 

Student: 

● Google Hangout Link 

● Notepad/Paper 

● Pencil/Pen 

 

Terms to Know:  

● Ekphrastic Writing 

○ writing from an image as 

inspiration. 

● Sensory Language 

○ writing with words that describe 

the 5 senses to create an image for 

the reader 

 

Materials for Modifications:  

● Activity may be done independently or as a group with Facilitator acting as scribe.  

● Lesson below is detailed as a group activity.  

 

Primary Goal: Participants will write a free verse poem about an image from Spring. 

 

Before 

Class 

Start: 

 

The Set Up - GROUP ACTIVITY 

Do this 10 minutes prior to class** 

 

1. Login to Google Hangout 

2. Open the PowerPoint with Visual Aids in another window 

a. Make “a copy” of the slides 

i. “File” - “make a copy” - “entire presentation”  

b. Rename the copy by deleting “Visual Aids” and replacing it with the 

1 

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/15W71HtpxDjd91XMkavV_p57mZM_sI3i-Yc1Fzt0gJDg/edit#slide=id.g7217ae9724_0_11
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days date 

i. Ex: “VL- Ekphrastic Writing Spring - 3/26/20” 

3. Click the three vertical dots in bottom right corner and share presentation 

4. You will write on the slides throughout the lesson 

 

Step 1: 

 

Introduction - GROUP ACTIVITY 

 

Start of Class 

● Welcome group 

● Encourage everyone to mute their microphone 

● Show how to use the comment feature as that will be utilized throughout 

the class 

● Everyone should have a notepad and writing utensil ready to use for later in 

the session 

 

Intro to Ekphrastic Writing 

 

● “Ekphrastic Writing” is writing from an image as inspiration. 

● It can be done in paragraph or poetry form.  

● For this activity, we’ll focus on free verse poetry.  

● It does not need to rhyme but we can do so if we so choose 

 

Call to Action: 

● Writers are always looking at the world around them for inspiration. 

● Wherever your thoughts take you, jot them down and have fun creating a 

poem that captures the essence of what you see before you.  

 

Step 2: Ekphrastic Poem - GROUP ACTIVITY 

 

● We will begin as a class using the comment feature on Google Hangout 

 

Cue - Slide 2 of Power Point 

 

● Show image - tell the group to look closely at the photo and think of what 

they see. 

● Ask the group “What do you see? hear? feel?” 

 

Cue - Slide 3 of Power Point 

 

● Using the comment feature ask -What do you see? hear? feel?” 

● Teacher can either write the words in the presenter notes of the Power Point 

Or on piece of paper 

● Once all thoughts are written, connect them into a few phrases of poetry 
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Cue - Slide 4 of Power Point 

 

● Create free verse poem using class’s comments 

● Start by asking for students' favorite words for See? Hear? Feel? 

○ You can call on students individually and ask if they wish to choose a 

word.  

■ Have students un-mute their mics to speak, then mute again 

○ You can re-read all given words in the class comments section to 

remind students their options 

 

Example: 

 
Participants Comment:  

 

“Cherry Blossoms” “reflection” “water” “spring day” “life” “rejuvenating” “lovely 

weather” “simple time” “peaceful” “quiet” “breezy” 

 

Group Connect Phrases: 

 

A quiet breeze 

A peaceful way 

Rejuvenating waters 

 A lovely day 

 

OR (Add other words to make a story) 

 

Cherry Blossoms bloom 

 from above 

Reflecting in waters  

a symbol of love 

 

Step 3: Repeat Activity 
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Cue - Slide 5 and continue through Power Point 

● There are 10 pictures in total to guide the class in creating poetry.  

● Here is the suggested outline:  

○ Pictures 1- 3: Group Class using free verse poetry from comments 

○ Pictures 4-6: Group Class using any rhyming pattern from 

comments 

■ Encourage students to use synonyms to find words that rhyme 

or nearly rhyme. 

○ Pictures 7-10: Individual Student written poems - Give a few 

minutes for them to write, then ask for students to share poems. 

[They can choose free verse or rhyme scheme poetry.] 

■ Have students un-mute their mics to speak, then mute again 

 

Discussion (At any time) 

● Ask students their thoughts on the poems. 

 

Examples: 

● What was your favorite line from the group?  

● Could you read the poem and see this image in your imagination? 

Step 4: 

 

Conclusion 

● Congrats on your great poems.  

● Thank you for participating! 

● Questions? 
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