
   

The Inquiring Eye Virtual Tour    
Virtual Tour Pre- and Post- Visit Information/Activities 

3rd-12th Grade  

     
 

Nick Cave, Soundsuit, 2011, Ceramic birds and figures, metal flowers, gramophone, wig, beads, metal armature, appliqued, 

knitted and crocheted fabric on mannequin, Purchased with funds provided by the Acquisition Trust  

 

We look forward to your class experiencing the Orlando Museum of Art’s collection through this 

virtual tour! During your tour, students will identify, interpret, and assess a variety of works, 



   

both traditional and contemporary. Students will be asked to use critical thinking skills to discuss 

the works of art they see.   

 

To prepare for your virtual tour presentation and to continue your museum experience 

afterwards, here are some vocabulary terms and suggested pre- and post- tour activities. 

VOCABULARY   
 

Here are some terms to help prepare your students for their visit! 

 

Attribute (noun) an inherent characteristic, such as an object that is included in 

a portrait 

Contemporary refers to materials, objects, and works of art created recently 

Critique a critical assessment 

Elements of Art basic visual “tools” that artists use to create works of art; these include 

line, shape, color, texture, value, form, and space 

Inquiring questioning; investigating 

Landscape a work of art that shows the features found in a natural environment 

(trees, mountains, lakes, etc.) 

Medium a material used by an artist, such as oil paint or wood, to create a work 

of art (plural is media) 

Painting a two-dimensional work of art that is created using a painted medium 

Portrait a work of art that shows a person  

Principles of Design basic guidelines that artists use to plan works of art; these include 

balance, emphasis, pattern, contrast, movement, unity, rhythm  

Sculpture a three-dimensional work of art 

Traditional an established way of doing things at a particular time 
 

 

 

Discussions that take place during the Orlando Museum of Art’s virtual tour presentation 

specifically address the following: 
 

National Core Arts Standards for Visual Arts (VA)  

VA: Cn11.1 Connecting: Enduring Understanding: People develop ideas and understandings of 

society, culture, and history through their interactions with and analysis of art. 

VA: Pr6.1 Connecting: Enduring Understanding: Objects, artifacts, and artworks collected, 

preserved, and presented either by artists, museums, or other venues communicate meaning and a 

record of social, cultural, and political experiences resulting in the cultivating of appreciation and 

understanding. 

VA: Re7.1 Responding: Enduring Understanding: Individual aesthetic and empathetic awareness 

developed through engagement with art can lead to understanding and appreciation of self, 

others, the natural world, and constructed environments. 

VA: Re7.2 Responding: Enduring Understanding: Visual imagery influences understanding of 

and responses to the world. 



   

VA: Re8.1 Responding: Enduring Understanding: People gain insights into meanings of 

artworks by engaging in the process of art criticism. 

VA: Re9.1 Responding: Enduring Understanding: People evaluate art based on various criteria. 
 

Florida State Standards: VA.3.C.1.2, VA.3.C.2.2, VA.3.C.3.1, VA.3.C.3.2, VA.3.F.1.2, 

VA.3.H.1.1, VA.3.H.1.2, VA.3.H.1.3, VA.3.H.2.1, VA.3.H.2.2, VA.3.S.1.4, VA.4.C.1.2, 

VA.4.C.3.1, VA.4.C.3.2, VA.4.F.2.1, VA.4.H.1.1, VA.4.H.1.2, VA.4.H.1.3, VA.4.H.1.4, 

VA.4.H.2.1, VA.4.H.2.2, VA.4.H.2.3, VA.4.H.3.1, VA.4.VA.4.O.1.1, VA.4.O.1.2, VA.4.S.1.4, 

VA.5.C.1.1, VA.5.C.1.2, VA.5.C.1.3, VA.5.C.2.4, VA.5.C.3.1, VA.4.C.3.2, VA.5.C.3.3, 

VA.5.F.2.3, VA.5.H.1.1, VA.5.H.1.2, VA.5.H.1.3, VA.5.H.1.4, VA.5.H.2.1, VA.5.H.2.2, 

VA.5.H.2.3, VA.5.H.3.1, VA.5.O.1.3, VA.5.O.2.1, VA.5.S.1.4, VA.68.C.1.2, VA.68.C.1.3, 

VA.68.C.2.3, VA.68.C.2.4, VA.68.C.3.1, VA.68.C.3.2, VA.68.C.3.3, VA.68.C.3.4, 

VA.68.H.1.1, VA.68.H.1.2, VA.68.H.1.3, VA.68.H.2.1, VA.68.H.2.2, VA.68.S.1.4, 

VA.912.C.1.3, VA.912.C.1.4, VA.912.C.1.5, VA.912.C.2.2, VA.912.C.2.3, VA.912.C.2.4, 

VA.912.C.2.8, VA.912.C.3.1, VA.912.C.3.3, VA.912.C.3.6, VA.912.H.1.1, VA.912.H.1.2, 

VA.912.H.1.3, VA.912.H.1.4, VA.912.H.1.8, VA.912.H.1.9, VA.912.H.1.10, VA.912.H.2.2, 

VA.912.H.2.3, VA.912.H.2.5, VA.912.S.1.2, VA.912.S.1.3, VA.912.S.1.6, LAFS.3.SL.1.1, 

LAFS.4.SL.1.1, LAFS.5.SL.1.1, LAFS.6.SL.1.1, LAFS.7.SL.1.1, LAFS.8.SL.1.1, 

LAFS.910.SL.1.1, LAFS.1112.SL.1.1 
 

Suggested classroom activities on the following pages meet National Core Arts Standards for 

Visual Arts (VA) and Florida State Standards (FSS).  Additionally, we have indicated in italics 

the appropriate level of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Thinking for each activity.   
 

PRE-VISIT ACTIVITIES 
 

The information and suggested activities on the following pages can be used to prepare students 

for their visit! 
 

American Art/Visual Literacy: Background Information 
American art from the Colonial period through present day reflects the history and culture of our 

nation.  Different types of artwork have been prominent at various times in American history.  

Portraiture dominated American painting from colonial times until the 1820s, at which time 

landscape painting began to play an increasingly important role in American art.  American 

artists of the 20th and 21st centuries have more freely chosen their subject matter, and continue to 

explore new materials and techniques as they create visual statements about contemporary life, 

social issues or the creative process.   
 

Visual literacy is the ability to look at, identify, interpret and assess a work of art, using an 

“inquiring eye.”  Activities during the visit to the Orlando Museum of Art, as well as pre- and 

post-visit activities, are designed to facilitate or enhance visual literacy. 
 

Language Arts/Visual Arts: Developing an “Inquiring Eye” 
FSS: LAFS.K12.SL.1.1, LAFS.K12.SL.1.2, VA.3.C.1.2, VA.3.C.3.1, VA.3.C.3.3, VA.3.H.2.1, 

VA.3.O.2.1, VA.3.S.1.4, VA.4.C.1.2, VA.4.C.3.1, VA.4.C.3.3, VA.4.H.2.1, VA.4.O.2.1, 

VA.4.S.1.4, VA.5.C.1.2, VA.5.C.3.1, VA.5.C.3.3, VA.5.H.2.1, VA.5.O.2.1, VA.5.S.1.4, 



   

VA.68.C.1.2, VA.68.C.3.1, VA.68.C.3.3, VA.68.H.2.1, VA.68.O.1.2, VA.68.C.3.3, VA.5.S.1.4, 

VA.912.C.1.2, VA.912.C.3.1, VA.912.C.3.3, VA.912.C.3.3; Remember, Understand, Apply, 

Analyze, Evaluate 
 

Formal art criticism helps students develop an “inquiring eye, as they look at a work of art in an 

organized way and gain understanding of its meaning. The following four-step method helps 

students accomplish this. 
 

Present students with an image and discuss it using the four steps outlined here.  Although it is 

important to begin with 1. (Describe), you may move back and forth through the other steps as 

you respond to student observations.   
 

1. Describe: Ask students to describe what they see in the work, including naming the subject 

matter as well as the elements of art (line, shape, color, texture) they notice.  They may also 

describe the medium, the size, and any clues as to the time period in which the piece was created. 
 

2. Analyze: Ask students to analyze how the artist used the elements of art and principles of 

design (contrast, pattern, rhythm, movement, symmetry, balance, proportion, emphasis, unity) in 

the overall design of the piece.  Also have them mention what materials and techniques were 

used, as well as any other technical aspect of creating the work of art. 
 

3. Interpret: Ask students to determine the meaning of the piece and share the narrative that is 

being conveyed. This comes naturally after description and analysis.  Point out that their 

interpretations should be based on things that are observable in the piece.  Multiple meanings are 

often appropriate, and many answers can be considered correct. 
 

4. Evaluate (or judge): Ask students to say what they like or don’t like about the piece, and give 

a reason for this judgment.  Even if the piece is not liked, have them decide whether it is a 

significant work and has value.  Many answers can be considered correct. 
 

POST-VISIT ACTIVITES 
 

These suggested activities will help extend the learning from the Museum visit! 
 

Visual Art: Visualizing History from a Primary Source 
FSS: VA.3.C.3.2, VA.3.F.1.1, VA.3.O.1.1, VA.3.S.2.1, VA.3.S.3.1, VA.4.C.1.1, VA.4.C.3.2, 

VA.4.C.3.3, , VA.4.O.1.1, , VA.4.O.4.1, VA.4.S.1.2, , VA.4.S.1.3,  VA.4.S.2.1, VA.4.S.3.1, 

VA.5.C.1.1, VA.5.C.3.2, VA.5.C.3.3, , VA.5.O.1.1, , VA.5.O.4.1, VA.5.S.1.2, , VA.5.S.1.3,  

VA.5.S.2.1, VA.5.S.3.1; VA.68.C.3.2, VA.68.F.1.1, VA.68.O.1.1, VA.68.S.2.1, VA.68.S.3.1, 

VA.912.C.3.2, VA.912.F.1.1, VA.912.O.1.1, VA.912.S.2.2, VA.912.S.3.1, Understand, Analyze, 

Apply, Create 
 

Ask students to interview a parent, grandparent or older adult friend about his or her past. Have 

students ask the person to provide descriptions of objects, clothing and other details (attributes) 

that were typical of the time in which he or she grew up, and take notes regarding the interview. 

Using the notes, have the students construct a portrait of how the person might have looked in 

younger years, including visual attributes that reveal something about the person.  Afterward, 

refer to an old photo to see how accurate the portrait might be. 
 



   

Language Arts: Writing from a Primary Source   
FSS:  LAFS.K12.W.1.2, Understand, Analyze, Apply, Create 
 

Locate an example of a landscape painting.  Have students imagine that the landscape could 

speak.  Ask each student to write an original story, in the first person, about what the landscape 

might say and what history it might reveal, based on what can be seen in the image. 
 

Visual Arts: Keeping a Journal   
FSS: VA.3.C.1.1, VA.3.C.1.2, VA.3.C.1.3, VA.3.O.1.1, VA.3.O.2.2, VA.3.S.1.2, VA.3.S.1.4, 

VA.3.S.2.3; VA.4.C.1.1, VA.4.C.1.2, VA.4.C.1.3, VA.4.O.1.1, VA.4.O.2.2, VA.4.S.1.2, 

VA.4.S.1.4, VA.4.S.2.3; VA.5.C.1.1, VA.5.C.1.2, VA.5.C.1.3, VA.5.O.1.1, VA.5.O.2.2 

VA.5.S.1.2, VA.5.S.1.4, VA.5.S.2.3; VA.68.C.1.1, VA.68.C.1.2, VA.68.C.1.3, VA.68.O.1.1, 

VA.68.O.2.2 VA.68.S.1.2, VA.68.S.1.4, VA.68.S.2.3 VA.912.C.1.1, VA.912.C.1.2, 

VA.912.C.1.3, VA.912.O.1.1, VA.912.O.2.2 VA.912.S.1.2, VA.912.S.1.4, VA.912.S.2.3; 

Understand, Analyze, Apply, Create 
 

Artists often keep a journal of observations and comparisons among different types of art, 

including some aspect of critical response. Have each student keep a journal in which to sketch 

ideas, record personal thoughts about art from a variety of sources, critique works of art they see, 

and to develop plans, both written and visual, for personal works of art.  
 

Social Studies/Visual Arts: Class Time Capsule   
FSS: SS.912.A.1.7, VA.3.C.3.2, VA.3.C.3.3, VA.3.F.2.3, VA.3.H.1.1, VA.3.H.2.2; VA.4.C.3.2, 

VA.4.C.3.3, VA.4.C.3.2, VA.4.F.2.3, VA.4.H.1.1, VA.4.H.2.2; VA.5.C.3.2, VA.5.C.3.3, 

VA.5.F.2.3, VA.5.H.1.1, VA.5.H.2.2; VA.68.C.3.2, VA.68.C.3.3, VA.68.F.2.3, VA.68.H.1.1, 

VA.68.H.2.2, VA.912.C.3.2, VA.912.C.3.3, VA.912.H.1.1, VA.912.H.1.3, VA.912.H.2.2; 

Understand, Apply, Evaluate, Create   
 

Have your students devise a time capsule that will preserve various kinds of objects to be 

revealed at an established time in the future.  Ask students to predict what five well-known 

works of art, songs, or other art forms will still be relevant to students in the future and to include 

images, recordings or other materials in the capsule.  Have students write down their predictions 

along with the reason for their choices in a letter addressed to students who will open the capsule 

at the prescribed date.   
 

Language Arts/Visual Arts: Student Assessment/Class Book 
FSS: LAFS.3.SL.2.4, LAFS.4.SL.2.4, LAFS.5.SL.2.4, LAFS.K12.W.2.4, VA.5.C.1.2, 

VA.5.C.3.3, VA.5.H.2.1, VA.68.C.1.2, VA.68.C.3.3, VA.912.C.1.2, VA.912.C.3.3; Remember, 

Understand, Apply, Evaluate, Create   
 

Using the reproducible sheet on the next page, have each student write a paragraph in which 

he/she responds to the following questions: 

 What type of art did you see at the Orlando Museum of Art? 

 What materials were used to make the works of art you saw? 

 What are some ways in which the works of art are important? 

 In what way did you develop an “inquiring eye” during your visit? 



   

Have students add illustrations to their written observations and publish them as a class book that 

captures their experience with the Orlando Museum of Art. 

  



   

MY VIRTUAL TOUR EXPERIENCE WITH THE 

ORLANDO MUSEUM OF ART 
 

Use the space below or a separate sheet of paper to write a paragraph that answers 

the following questions: 

 What type of art did you see on your virtual tour?  

 What subject matter did these paintings feature? 

 Who are some of the artists you learned about? 

 What else did you learn during the virtual tour? 
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