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Organization name Orlando Shakespeare Theater 
Lesson title On Demand Digital Shakespeare Alive! 
Length of lesson 30 minutes 
Grade levels 6 – 12 
Lesson type (pre/during/post) During 
 
Objectives (Use verbs from Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy. “Students will be able to…”) 
 
The student will be able to: 
 

● Identify the primary characters in the play 
● Dramatize the major plot points of the story 
● Paraphrase Shakespeare’s text into modern speech 
● Utilize Shakespeare’s text to express their figurative paraphrasing 
● Contrast Elizabethan speech with modern speech 

 
 
 

 
Florida Standards www.floridastandards.org – # & description. 
LAFS.910.RL.2: Craft and Structure 
LAFS.910.RL.2.4: Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including figurative and connotative 
meanings; analyze the cumulative impact of specific word choices on meaning and tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of 
time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone). 
 
LAFS.910.RL.3: Integration of Knowledge and Ideas 
LAFS.910.RL.3.7: Analyze the representation of a subject or a key scene in two different artistic mediums, including what is 
emphasized or absent in each treatment 
 
TH.912.H.1: Through study in the arts, we learn about and honor others and the worlds in which 
they live(d). 
TH.912.H.1.3: Present a design or perform in the style of a different historical or cultural context to gain appreciation of that time 
and culture. 
TH.912.H.1.4: Interpret a text through different social, cultural, and historical lenses to consider how perspective and context shape 
a work and its characters. 
TH.912.H.1.5: Respect the rights of performers and audience members to perform or view controversial work with sensitivity to 
school and community standards. 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary and definitions 

● Plot – n. the main actions and events that occur in the play 
● Stage Directions – n. Stage directions are where you go and what you do on stage. 
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● Paraphrasing - n. a rewording of the meaning of something spoken or written. 
● Figurative - adj. 1. Representing by means of a figure or symbol 2. Not in it’s usual or exact  

sense; metaphorical 3. Using figures of speech 
 

● Literal – adj. 1.following the exact words of the original 2. In basic or strict sense 3. Prosaic;  
matter of fact 4. Restricted to fact 
 
 
Materials needed  
 
Plot Summary for selected play 
Character cards 
 
 
School must provide (equipment/materials; be sure to ask for this in advance) 
Internet device with Internet Access  

Webcam or digital camera (optional)  

 
 
Background information for teachers (suggested max ½ page) 
 
Class may read the selected play or selections from the play to establish familiarity with characters and plot 
line. 
 
 
 
Lesson process (suggested max 1 page. Must actively engage students) 
Students will: 
1. Watch a video of an Orlando Shakes’ Actor/Educator giving a brief overview of Shakespeare’s work, 
times and language. 
2. Participate as a character in an interactive plot summary video. 
3. Watch videos explaining the benefit of paraphrasing Shakespeare’s text into modern speech and the 
difference between literal paraphrasing and figurative paraphrasing. 
4. Complete a paraphrasing worksheet. 
5. Submit completed worksheet to teacher for assessment. 
Optional: Record themselves acting the paraphrasing and the Shakespeare text utilizing the voice and body 
to convey relationship, story and emotion. 
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21st Century Skills to Increase Rigor (see handout – which skills will be addressed?) 
1. Problem solving and critical thinking. 
2. Accessing and analyzing information. 
3. Curiosity and Imagination. 
 
 
Assessment (How will students demonstrate the objectives? May be a performance, task or product; 
may include teacher observation, self- or peer- or group- assessment.) 
The student will successfully: 
 

● Identify the primary characters in the play 
● Dramatize the major plot points of the story 
● Paraphrase Shakespeare’s text into modern speech 
● Utilize Shakespeare’s text to express their figurative paraphrasing 
● Contrast Elizabethan speech with modern speech 

 
 
 
Reflection/follow-up activities (writing a review, journaling, key discussion questions, etc.) 
 
1. How do we use paraphrasing in our daily life? In summarizing a movie or discussion? 
 
2. Try paraphrasing The Declaration of Independence or The Pledge of Allegiance into  
modern speech. Discuss how paraphrasing makes them more relevant to today. 
 
 
 
Additional resources (online, print, etc.) 
Reviewing the plot summary of the play being studied will give students some point of reference 
for the lesson. www.folger.edu 
 
Refer to Orlando Shakespeare Theater’s website for Curriculum Guides for this and other plays.  
www.orlandoshakes.org 
 
 
Cross-curricular connections  
 
Shakespeare’s text readily relate to studies of history, sciences and social studies. 
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