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Organization name Crealdé School of Art 
Lesson title A Visit to the Art Studio (Part A) Art in Action 
Length of lesson 20 minutes 
Grade levels 2nd and 3rd 
Lesson type (pre/during/post) During 
 
Objectives (Use verbs from Bloom’s Revised Taxonomy. “Students will be able to…”) 
Students will use accurate art vocabulary to compare artworks with utilitarian objects. 

 
Next Generation Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) www.floridastandards.org – # & description. 
VA.2.C.3.1  
Use accurate art vocabulary to identify connections among visual art and other contexts. 
VA.2.C.3.2  
Compare artworks with utilitarian objects and use accurate art vocabulary to describe how they are the same and how 
they are different.  
VA.2.S.1.3  
Explore art from different time periods and cultures as sources for inspiration. 
VA.3.S.1.4   
Choose accurate art vocabulary to describe works of art and art processes. 
VA.3.H.2.3  
Describe various venues in which artwork is on display for public viewing. 
 
 
Common Core State Standards (CCSS) www.floridastandards.org – # & description. 
 
 
 
 
Key vocabulary and definitions 
Studio – an artists workroom with appropriate equipment and facilities 
Art Medium: material or technique used by an artist to create art  
Vessel – a hollow form that can hold something  
Kiln: A special oven for ceramics/clay art  
Potters wheel – a simple machine that spins a wheel where pots can be formed  
Cylinder – a three dimensional form that is shaped like a can 
 
 
Materials needed  
A potter's wheel and clay 
 
School must provide (equipment/materials; be sure to ask for this in advance) 
None 
 
Background information for teachers (suggested max ½ page) 
Pottery developed as a response to the needs of mankind. Pots became containers and dispensers. 
Historically, the shape or form of a pot has been determined depending on what the use was. For thousands 
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of years people have been making objects of clay including bricks, figurines, lamps, roofing tiles, chimney 
pots, ovens, beads, toilets, pipes for smoking and pipes for irrigation, funerary urns, tokens to replace coins, 
vessels to eat from and cook in and the list goes on. Clay is a material that has been consistently used from 
ancient civilizations forward to improve the quality of life. The manipulative quality of clay makes it a 
wonderful means of expression. 
 
 
 
 
Lesson process (suggested max 1 page. Must actively engage students) 
A Crealdé artist will describe and demonstrate the sequence of activities to take a lump of clay and turn it 
into a utilitarian vessel. The artist begins by defining art medium and then centering the clay on the 
spinning wheel head. Then the clay is opened and “vessel” is defined. The clay is pulled up and thinned out 
into a cylinder that the students identify. A discussion of utilitarian and decorative follows as the process of 
firing and glazing the pots is relayed. Each step is dramatized with a visual aid. The form is finally 
stretched or altered to the artist’s (and sometimes students) personal preferences and removed from the 
wheel. 
 
21st Century Skills to Increase Rigor (see handout – which skills will be addressed?) 
Agility and Adaptability as students observe an artist respond to changes in an art medium. Curiosity and 
Imagination as students ask questions and submit ideas to complete the pot. 
 
Assessment (How will students demonstrate the objectives? May be a performance, task or product; 
may include teacher observation, self- or peer- or group- assessment.) 
Students will be able to sequentially describe the process of creating a vessel from a lump of clay. 
 
Reflection/follow-up activities (writing a review, journaling, key discussion questions, etc.) 
Writing an illustrated letter to the artist about their experience.  
Sequentially describe the pot making steps from lump of clay, centering, making cylinder, shaping and 
removing from wheel. 
LACC.2.W.1.3: Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence of events, 
include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal event order, and 
provide a sense of closure. 
 
 
Additional resources (online, print, etc.) 
 
 
 
 
Cross-curricular connections  
Math, Science & Social Studies 
 
 
 
 


