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Organization name Winter Garden Heritage Foundation 

Lesson title Then & Now – In-class presentation 

Length of lesson 30 minutes 

Grade levels 1-3 

 

Objectives 

Students will: 

• examine photographs for evidence that communities change over time. 

• understand that primary sources tells us about the past. 

• compare and contrast photographs of the same location, recognizing similarities and 
differences, and categorizing them chronologically. 

• imagine what it was like to live at the time of early photographs. 
 

 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
SS.1.A.1.1 Develop an understanding of a primary source. 
SS.1.A.2.1 Understand history tells the story of people and events of other times and places.  
SS.1.A.2.2 Compare life now with life in the past.  
SS.1.A.3.1 Use terms related to time to sequentially order events that have occurred in school, 
home, or community.  
SS.2.A.1.1 Examine primary and secondary sources. 
SS.2.A.3.1 Identify terms and designations of time sequence. 
SS.3.A.1.1. Analyze primary and secondary sources. 
LA.1.3.5.1 The student will produce, illustrate, and share a variety of compositions. 
LA.1.4.1.1 The student will write narratives that include a main idea based on real or imagined 
events, characters, and a sequence of events. 
LA.2.3.5.1 The student will produce, illustrate, and share a variety of compositions. 
LA.2.4.1.1 The student will write narratives based on real or imagined events that include a main 
idea, characters, a sequence of events and descriptive details. 
LA.3.4.1.1 The student will write narratives based on real or imagined events or observation that 
include characters, setting, plot, sensory details, and a logical sequence of events. 
LACC.1.SL.2.4: Describe people, places, things, and events with relevant details, expressing 
ideas and feelings clearly. 
LACC.1.SL.2.6: Produce complete sentences when appropriate to task and situation. 
LACC.1.W.1.3: Write narratives in which they recount two or more appropriately sequenced 
events, include some details regarding what happened, use temporal words to signal event order, 
and provide some sense of closure. 
LACC.2.W.1.3: Write narratives in which they recount a well-elaborated event or short sequence 
of events, include details to describe actions, thoughts, and feelings, use temporal words to signal 
event order, and provide a sense of closure. 
LACC.3.W.1.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 
a. Establish a situation and introduce a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence 

that unfolds naturally. 
b. Use dialogue and descriptions of actions, thoughts, and feelings to develop experiences and 

events or show the response of characters to situations. 
c. Use temporal words and phrases to signal event order. 
d. Provide a sense of closure. 
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Vocabulary and definitions 

History – the story of people, events, and places from the past. 
Community – a place that is made up of many neighborhoods. 
Past – have occurred during a time previous to the present. 
Present – occurring at this time or now. 
Future – something that will happen in time to come. 
Artifact – a handmade object, as a tool, characteristic of an earlier time. 
Primary source – a first-hand or eyewitness account of an event. 
Secondary source – an account of an event written or told by someone who was not there. 
 

 

Materials needed  
All materials are provided by the Winter Garden Heritage Foundation. 
 

 

School-based equipment/materials (be sure to ask for this in advance) 
Projection screen (or blank wall); video projector (if available; if not, we will bring one). 
 

 

Background information for teachers (suggested max ½ page) 
In this lesson, the speaker provides a 15-minute interactive presentation about: 

• the definition of history,  

• tools used by people who study history, and  

• the difference between primary and secondary sources.  
This is followed by three hands-on activities. Students will rotate between the each of the activity 
stations, spending approximately 5 minutes at each station. 
 

 

Lesson process (suggested max 1 page) 
The presenter begins by defining the word history, and describes how the Winter Garden 
Heritage Foundation and other similar organizations keep and preserve things that tell us about 
history. The presenter discusses different “tools” that historians use to discover the stories of the 
past. These tools can be written words (such as letters, diaries, newspapers and maps), spoken 
words (such as recorded stories or stories passed down from generation to generation), 
photographs, movies and artifacts. Students make observations about the different “tools” and 
understand the difference between primary and secondary sources.  
 
Students then break into small groups. Each group is stationed at a different activity table. (We 
provide enough supplies for multiple stations for each activity.) At one station, students put 
photographs of the same location in chronological order, noting similarities and differences and 
forms of transportation in the photos. At another station, students match old photographs of 
buildings with photographs of the same buildings taken recently, noting how the buildings have 
changed over time. In a third activity, students study a c.1915 photograph and imagine what the 
people are doing in the photograph. Then they write a several sentence story about the 
photograph. 
 

 

21st Century Skills to Increase Rigor  
Students use critical thinking, problem solving and effective oral and written communication skills, 
as they interpret and reframe information learned from the presentation and the materials 
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provided at each activity station. 
 

 

Assessment  
Students will demonstrate understanding of the objectives through discussion during the 
presentation and through completion of the activity station exercises. 
 

 

Reflection/follow-up activities 

Additional time should be given so that students can complete and enhance the story started in 
the activity station. Students should be encouraged to use descriptive words to tell the story, 
focusing on sights, smells, sounds, action, thoughts, and feelings. 
 

 

Additional information for teachers 

Scott Foresman Social Students – 2nd grade textbook, pages 22-23, provides additional 
opportunities for exploration of this subject. 
 

 

Cross-curricular connections  
This exercise connects Social Studies and History material with English Language Arts Standards 
for Speaking and Listening, and Writing. 
 

 
 


