
 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Winter Garden Heritage Foundation 
In-School Field Trip 

2018-2019 

 

Organization name Winter Garden Heritage Foundation 

Lesson title Timucuans, Trains and Trees – In-class Presentation 

Length of lesson 45 minutes 

Grade levels 4-12 

 

Objectives 

Students will: 

• Use a timeline to identify national and international events during the 20th century that 
impacted Central Florida. 

• Understand the economic characteristics of different periods of the 20th century. 

• Understand how human activity adversely affected Lake Apopka.  

• Understand how changes in transportation and technology influenced Central Florida 
history. 

Trace the influences that caused Central Florida to change from an agricultural rural area to an 
urban center. 
 

 

Common Core State Standards (CCSS) 
SS.4.A.1.1 Analyze primary and secondary resources to identify significant individuals and events 

throughout Florida history. 
SS.4.A.3.2 Describe causes and effects of European colonization on the Native American tribes 

of Florida. 
SS.4.A.4.1 Explain the effects of technological advances on Florida. 
SS.4.A.6.1 Describe the economic development of Florida's major industries. 
SS.4.A.6.3 Describe the contributions of significant individuals to Florida. 
SS.4.A.7.1 Describe the causes and effects of the 1920's Florida land boom and bust. 
SS.4.A.7.2 Summarize challenges Floridians faced during the Great Depression. 
SS.4.A.7.3 Identify Florida's role in World War II 
SS.4.A.8.4 Explain how tourism affects Florida's economy and growth. 
SS.4.A.9.1 Utilize timelines to sequence key events in Florida history. 
SS.4.C.2.2 Identify ways citizens work together to influence government and help solve 

community and state problems. 
SS.4.E.1.1 Identify entrepreneurs from various social and ethnic backgrounds who have 

influenced Florida and local economy. 
SS.4.G.1.1 Identify physical features of Florida. 
SS.5.A.1.1 Use primary and secondary sources to understand history. 
SS.5.A.1.2 Utilize timelines to identify and discuss American History time periods. 
SS.5.A.6.3 Examine 19th century advancements (canals, roads, steamboats, flat boats, overland 

wagons, Pony Express, railroads) in transportation and communication. 
SS.5.E.1.3 Trace the development of technology and the impact of major inventions on business 

productivity during the early development of the United States. 
SS.6.W.1.1 Use timelines to identify chronological order of historical events. 
SS.6.W.1.2 Identify terms (decade, century, epoch, era, millennium, BC/BCE, AD/CE) and 

designations of time periods. 
SS.6.W.1.3 Interpret primary and secondary sources. 
SS.6.W.1.6 Describe how history transmits culture and heritage and provides models of human 
character. 
LACC.4.SL.1.2: Paraphrase portions of a text read aloud or information presented in diverse 
media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
LACC.4.SL.1.3: Identify the reasons and evidence a speaker provides to support particular 
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points. 
LACC.4.SL.2.4: Report on a topic or text, tell a story, or recount an experience in an organized 
manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; 
speak clearly at an understandable pace. 
LACC.5.SL.1.2: Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media 
and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally. 
LACC.5.SL.1.3: Summarize the points a speaker makes and explain how each claim is supported 
by reasons and evidence. 
LACC.5.SL.2.4: Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and 
using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak 
clearly at an understandable pace. 
LACC.6.SL.2.4: Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent 
descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, 
adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. 
LACC.7.SL.1.2: Analyze the main ideas and supporting details presented in diverse media and 
formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) and explain how the ideas clarify a topic, text, or 
issue under study. 
LACC.910.SL.2.4: Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and 
logically such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, 
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 
LACC.1112.RH.3.9: Integrate information from diverse sources, both primary and secondary, into 
a coherent understanding of an idea or event, noting discrepancies among sources. 
 

 

Vocabulary and definitions 

Effluent – sewage or liquid waste that is discharged into the lake.  
Advocate - to speak or write in favor of. 
Boom – a period of high economic growth. 
Bust – to become bankrupt. 
Century – a period of 100 years. 
Decade – a period of 10 years. 
 

 

Materials needed  
All materials are provided by the Winter Garden Heritage Foundation. 
 

 

School-based equipment/materials (be sure to ask for this in advance) 
Projection screen (or blank wall); video projector (if available; if not, we will bring one). 
 

 

Background information for teachers (suggested max ½ page) 
This interactive Powerpoint presentation includes photos from the Heritage Foundation archives. 
Using a timeline, students walk through the 20th century decade by decade, discussing national 
and international events and how those events impacted Central Florida. Some of the topics 
discussed are: the affect of the building of railroads in Florida, the Boom era of 1910-1929, early 
Florida tourism, the bust of 1929, the Great Depression and Roosevelt’s New Deal, World War II 
and the Federal Highway Act. Topics of local interest include: the tremendous growth in central 
Florida as a result of the Space Race and Walt Disney World; the pollution of Lake Apopka and 
its effect on local tourism and the demise of the citrus industry in Orange County due to freezing 
temperatures and population growth. 
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Lesson process (suggested max 1 page) 
Students will be given a timeline to complete while the presenter is walking through the 20th 
century decade by decade. During each time period, students will note national and international 
events on their timeline. The presenter uses open-ended, thought-provoking questions in order to 
get students to think about how “large” national events affected the local community. Some of the 
questions include:  

• Before railroad, automobiles and airplanes, how did people get to Central Florida? 

• In what ways did advances in transportation change Florida? 

• During the Boom Era of the 1910s and 1920s, the citrus industry was booming. The 
invention of canned and frozen concentrated orange juice caused the industry to grow 
even more. Why? 

• During the 1920s, Americans began purchasing automobiles and exploring the country. 
Many came to Florida because they thought it was like paradise. Why did people think 
Florida was like paradise (this was before theme parks)? How did the rise in tourism affect 
Florida?  
 

 

21st Century Skills to Increase Rigor  
Students use critical thinking, problem solving, collaboration, and effective oral communication 
skills, as they interpret and reframe information learned from the presentation. 
 

 

Assessment  
Students will demonstrate understanding of the objectives through discussion. 
 

 

Reflection/follow-up activities 

The questions listed below can be used following the presentation in either classroom discussion 
or as writing assignments.  
How did technological advances affect the water quality in Lake Apopka? Were the advances 
worth the cost? 
In what ways did technological advances and product development spur growth in the citrus 
industry? 
What were the factors that caused the change of Central Florida from a rural community to an 
urban center? 
 

As a follow-up activity, students can be divided into four groups: Native Americans, farmers, store 
owners (in downtown Winter Garden), and outdoorsmen who have come to fish in Lake Apopka. 
(Costumes are optional.) Each “group” discusses the following questions: 

▪ Why did your group come to the Lake Apopka area? 
▪ What did your group do while you were here? 
▪ Did your group affect the quality of the water in Lake Apopka? 
▪ Did your group leave? If so, why? 
▪ Did your group come back? 

The students must interpret information obtained during the “Timucuans, Trains and Trees” 
presentation, prepare an original scene demonstrating what they know about their “group,” and 
present the scene to the class. 
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Additional information for teachers 

The website www.floridahistory.org is a wonderful resource and contains an interactive Florida 
history text book entitled THE FLORIDIANS with photographs, maps, sample questions, and 
workbook pages.  
The book entitled Land of Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida ,by 
Gary R. Mormino, describes the 20th century growth of Florida. 

 

Cross-curricular connections  
This Social Studies/History lesson also connects to English Language Arts Standards for 
Speaking and Listening. 
The optional follow-up activity connects theater standards. 
 

 
 

http://www.floridahistory.org/

