
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Winter Garden Heritage Foundation 
Field Trip 

Pre / Post Lesson Plan 
2018-2019 

 

Organization name Winter Garden Heritage Foundation 

Lesson title Significant Events Timeline – pre-field trip exercise 

Length of lesson 30 minutes 

Grade levels 4-5 

 

Objectives 

Students will: 

• use a timeline to diagram significant 20th century events. 

• understand the categories of years, decades, and century.  

• examine the timeline to answer questions about the sequence of events. 

• draw conclusions about social and economic transformations. 
 

 

Common Core Standards 

SS.4.A.7.1 Describe the causes and effects of the 1920's Florida land boom and bust. 
SS.4.A.7.2 Summarize challenges Floridians faced during the Great Depression. 
SS.4.A.7.3 Identify Florida's role in World War II 
SS.4.A.8.4 Explain how tourism affects Florida's economy and growth 
SS.4.A.9.1 Utilize timelines to sequence key events in Florida history. 
SS.5.A.1.2 Utilize timelines to identify and discuss American History time periods. 
LAFS.4.RI.1.3: Explain events, procedures, ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or 
technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information in the text. 
LAFS.5.RI.1.3: Explain the relationships or interactions between two or more individuals, events, 
ideas, or concepts in a historical, scientific, or technical text based on specific information in the 
text. 
 

 

Vocabulary and definitions 

Stock Market Crash – a sudden dramatic decline of stock prices resulting in significant loss of 
wealth. 
Depression – a time of little business activity and high unemployment. 
Great Depression – a severe, worldwide depression that began in 1929. 
Works Progress Administration (WPA) – a program launched by the US government to create 
jobs and help the United States recover from the depression. 
 

 

Materials needed  
Significant Events Timeline (3 pages) – filename: wghf_11Timeline.pdf 
 

 

School-based equipment/materials (be sure to ask for this in advance) 
None needed 

 

 

Background information for teachers (suggested max ½ page) 
More information about events on the timeline can be found in the Social Studies textbook. See 
“Additional materials” section. 
 

 

Lesson process (suggested max 1 page) 
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Students, working alone or in small groups: 

• cut out the event squares 

• glue them to the appropriate boxes on the time line. 

• discuss possible answers to the questions.  
 
After giving the small groups time to discuss and answer the questions among themselves, 
the teacher: 

• poses the questions to the class for discussion.   

• leads the class to observe: 
▪ the importance of the arrival of the railroad in the settlement of Central Florida; 
▪ what it was like to live during the Great Depression; 
▪ how World War II gave people jobs and pulled the country out of economic 

depression; 
▪ how highways impacted downtown communities and created suburbs. 

 

 

21st Century Skills to Increase Rigor  
Students analyze and interpret information from the timeline to answer questions about the 
sequential order of events. 
 

 

Assessment  
Students’ understanding of the lesson content can be analyzed through the completion of the 
timeline and questions. 
 

 

Reflection/follow-up activities 

Which event on the timeline do you think is the most important event of the 20th century?  Why? 

 

Additional information for teachers 

Several lessons in Unit 5 of the 4th grade Scott Foresman Florida Social Studies textbook provide 
helpful background information.  They include: 

• The Land Boom, p. 265 

• The Boom Ends, pp. 268-9 

• The Great Depression, p. 273 

• The Depression in Florida, p. 274 

• World War II, pp. 274-5 

• Changes in Transportation, p. 289 
Commercial Tourist Attractions, p. 305 

 

Cross-curricular connections  
This lesson connects Social Studies material with English Language Arts Standards for Reading 
for Informational Text. 



 

  



 

  



 

   


