
   
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

Winter Garden Heritage Foundation 
Field Trip 

Pre / Post Lesson Plan 
2018-2019 

 

Organization name Winter Garden Heritage Foundation 

Lesson title Early Florida Tourism – pre- or post-field trip exercise 

Length of lesson 30 minutes 

Grade levels 4-5 

 

Objectives 

Students will: 

• use a 1930s travel brochure as a primary source to uncover information about early 
Florida tourism. 

• recognize persuasive words and phrases that convinced early tourists that Florida was 
“paradise.”   

• list Florida’s natural resources sought by early tourists. 

• recognize that travel brochures were written to persuade people from the north to come to 
Florida on vacation.   

• use persuasive words and phrases in a letter to a friend or in a brochure describing a 
fictitious tourist attraction. 

 

 

Common Core Standards 

SS.3.A.1.1 Analyze primary and secondary sources. 
SS.3.G.2.6 Investigate how people perceive places and regions differently by conducting 
interviews, mental mapping, and studying news, poems, legends, and songs about a region or 
area. 
SS.3.G.4.1 Explain how the environment influences settlement patterns in the United States, 
Canada, Mexico, and the Caribbean. 
SS.4.A.1.2 Synthesize information related to Florida history through print and electronic media. 
SS.4.A.4.1 Explain the effects of technological advances on Florida. 
SS.4.G.1.1 Identify physical features of Florida. 
SS.5.A.1.1 Use primary and secondary sources to understand history. 
LAFS.4.W.1.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; 
organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use dialogue and description to develop experiences and events or show the responses 
of characters to situations. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words and phrases to manage the sequence of events. 
d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 

precisely. 
e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 

LAFS.4.W.2.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  
LAFS.5.W.1.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective 
technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. 

a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or 
characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. 

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop 
experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations. 

c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of 
events. 
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d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events 
precisely. 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events. 
LAFS.5.W.2.4: Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.  

 

Vocabulary and definitions 

Tin-can tourists – a name used to describe middle-income automobile travelers who vacationed 
in Florida in the 1920s; Named for the large metal cans in which they carried extra gas and water. 
Descriptive words – words that enable the reader to imagine the world, event or experience 
Primary source – a first-hand or eyewitness account of an event. 
Secondary source – an account of an event written or told by someone who was not there. 
 

 

Materials needed  
Trailer City advertising brochure (attached)– 2 pages (one per student or group) 
 

 

School-based equipment/materials (be sure to ask for this in advance) 
Pencil and paper; markers are optional. 
 

 

Background information for teachers (suggested max ½ page) 
This travel brochure was published in the 1930s to encourage tourists to come to Winter Garden. 
Beginning in the 1910s and through the 1920s, the United States was experiencing an economic 
boom. People were making more money than ever before. Many middle class Americans were 
making enough money to purchase their own automobiles. Many could also afford to take time off 
from work for traveling vacations. 
 
Early travelers considered Florida a tropical paradise. This was before Disney World and other 
theme parks. Tourists came to fish, hunt, enjoy the warm weather, swim, and explore the natural 
beauty of Florida. Cities lured tourists by building travel parks for campers, with toilets, showers, 
hot and cold running water, electricity, and recreational opportunities like tennis courts and boat 
docks.  
 

 

Lesson process (suggested max 1 page) 
Each student is given a copy of the 1930s travel brochure. The teacher: 

• gives a short lesson on early Florida tourism (based on the background information 
above). 

• asks students to identify details about natural resources, campground activities, and 
attractions that would be appealing to early tourists. 

• asks students to identify persuasive words and phrases used to entice tourist to visit. 

• lists identified words on the board under two headings: Natural Resources & Attractions; 
Persuasive Words. 

 
The teacher asks questions such as: 

1. The climate of Florida is considered one of its valuable natural resources.  Why is 
Florida’s climate a valuable resource for tourism?  

 
2. Advertising brochures have a persuasive tone and use vivid words and phrases to 
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enhance the features of the attraction they are describing.  The author of this brochure 
is trying to convince the reader that this destination is like paradise.  What are some of 
the desirable features that are described?  Can you find any features in the brochure’s 
pictures or written text that might persuade tourists to come? 

 
3. How is tourism in Central Florida different today? 

 
Students are then asked to describe activities they like to do on vacation now. These are listed on 
the board under the title, “Today”. Students are asked to name descriptive words and phrases 
that would entice someone to come and participate in each of the activities listed under “Today.” 
 
Finally, students are each given a sheet of paper and asked to do one of two things: 

▪ Pretend they are a visitor to Trailer City in the 1930s and write a letter to a friend 
describing what they are doing and what the area is like. 

▪ Create a brochure for a fictitious tourist attraction in Florida today. 
 

 

21st Century Skills to Increase Rigor  
Students identify persuasive and descriptive words and phrases and use effective written 
communication skills to either: 

▪ create a fictitious Florida attraction, and describe that attraction in a brochure that entices 
tourists to come;  

▪ or imagine they are a 1930s traveler in Florida, staying at Trailer City on Lake Apopka, 
and describe the experience in a letter to a friend. 

 

 

Assessment  
Students’ understanding of the lesson content is evident through the completion of the letter or 
brochure. 
 

 

Reflection/follow-up activities 

Additional question for follow-up activities might include:  
Do you think that tourists would come to this campground now that Lake Apopka, the adjacent 
lake, is polluted? 
 

 

Additional information for teachers 

The website www.floridahistory.org contains an interactive Florida history text book entitled THE 
FLORIDIANS with photographs, maps, sample questions, and workbook pages. The chapter 
entitled “Florida of the 1920s” describes early Florida tourism. The book entitled Land of 
Sunshine, State of Dreams: A Social History of Modern Florida ,by Gary R. Mormino, describes 
the growth of Florida through the 20th century. 

 

Cross-curricular connections  
This Social Studies lesson connects to English Language Arts Standards for Writing. 

 

http://www.floridahistory.org/


 

  
 



 

  
 


