
 
Mind Map Lesson Plan for "The Nutcracker" 
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Title of Lesson:  

The Nutcracker Ballet music by Tchaikovsky  

 

Length of Lesson:  

One or two 15-20 min. periods 

***Before attending the ballet**** 

 

Grade Level: 3-5  

 

Sunshine State Standard: 

L.A.B.2.2 #1writes notes, comments, and observations that reflect comprehension 

of content and experiences from a variety of media.  

 

Subject Area: Language Arts  

 

Objectives: Students will draw a “Mind Map” or “Story Map” with sufficient 

details while the teacher reads the “Nutcracker Synopsis”. 

 

Materials: Pencils and paper for each student. A copy of the “Nutcracker 

Synopsis” (follows)  

 

The “Nutcracker” ballet is a classic holiday tradition performed all over the world. 

The story is based on a fairytale in which the Nutcracker doll comes to life as an 

enchanted prince who saves the pretty, young maiden, Maria from distress. Prince 

“Nikita” then takes her through a magical journey to his kingdom “The Land of 

Sweets” where they are greeted by the “The Sugar Plum Fairy.” The Prince tells 

them about their daring battle with the army of mice and she rewards them with a 

celebration of dances from all around the world. 

 

Procedure: Tell students you will be giving them some background information 

about a ballet they will be going to see. (Define ballet if you need to). Tell them 

they will need to listen carefully as you read the “Nutcracker Synopsis”. Tell them 

they are going to use a technique called “Mind Mapping” or “Story Mapping”. As 

you read students are to draw quick drawings or sketches of things from the story. 

Tell them to draw an arrow from one picture to the next to make sure they can go 

back and follow their notes. Make sure each student has pencil and paper. Read the 
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“Nutcracker Synopsis” pausing when necessary and have students draw a “Mind 

Map” or “Story Map” as your read. When you are finished reading have a few of 

the students retell the story using their “Mind Map” or “Story Map” as a guide. 

Have the other students follow along with their “Mind Map” or “Story Map” to 

make sure nothing gets left out. If they have missed or forgotten something they 

may add it during this time. Explain that by knowing the story of a ballet will help 

them better understand what is happening on stage. Remind or inform them that 

there is no dialog in a ballet the story is expressed solely in the dance and 

pantomime of the dancers. 

 

You may also want to share other background about the story, composer, writer 

and other information about the ballet. A great place for this information is at 

www.nutcrackerballet.net. 

 

Evaluation: Check to make sure all students have completed a “Mind Map” or 

“Story Map” with sufficient details. This lesson is easily adapted to all ability 

levels. You may want to display the students’ maps.  

 

Example of a “Mind Map” or Story Map” see first paragraph of Nutcracker 

Synopsis” 

 

Pic of Christmas tree            pic of German Flag             pic of girl with 

 name “Marie” written by it               pic of boy with name “Fritz” written  

by it              pic of toys (etc.) 


